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Donatella Della Porta
Social movements for climate  justice: 
a new wave of protest
Introducer and discussant: 
Viviana Asara

OPENING OF SCHOOL
Introduction
The ontological turn in Political Ecology
Luigi Pellizzoni

Francesca Forno
Protest, social movements, and spaces for 
politically oriented consumerist actions —
nationally, transnationally, and locally
Introducer and discussant: 
Salvo Torre

Dennis Eversberg
Degrowth mentalities, degrowth ontologies

Introducer and discussant:
Emanuele Leonardi

Miriam Tola

Political Matter

Introducer and discussant: 
Alice Dal Gobbo

Roundtable: Political Ecology and the 
COVID-19 Global Pandemic
Chair: Viviana Asara
Main speaker: Giacomo D’Alisa
Other speakers:
Emanuele Leonardi 
Luigi Pellizzoni 
Miriam Tola

Workshop: 
Political Ecology methods and experiences
Chair: Ivano Scotti 
Main speaker: Pietro Saitta 
Other speakers:
Dario Minervini 
Maura Benegiamo 

Participants presentation forum

1. Extractivism, agriculture, conflicts

2. Social movements

Participants presentation forum

3. Critical geography & urban studies 

4. Ontologies and ecologies

Morning sessions
10:00 – 12:30

Afternoon sessions
15:30 – 18:00
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Introduction: the ontological turn in Political Ecology
Luigi Pellizzoni

Political ecology is a long-established interdisciplinary field aimed at 
investigating the interface of societies and the biophysical world as affected by, 
and in its turn affecting, the political order and related dynamics of conflict and 
cooperation, domination and emancipation. Political ecology also questions the 
(purportedly) apolitical outlooks on the socio-ecological crisis, claiming that the 
latter cannot be effectively tackled without addressing its social causes. Political 
Ecology has for long accepted and assumed western naturalism. However, in 
recent years the social sciences have witnessed a growing focus on the 
ontological character of political struggles. Politics, it is claimed, should no 
longer be approached as a human affair occurring in a material world provided 
with own, given features, but as a socio-material struggle; a struggle over the 
very constitution of what comes into being, as enacted in practices. In fact, 
ontological stakes are increasingly at the centre of mobilizations from the global 
North and South.
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Social movements for climate justice: 
a new wave of protest
Donatella Della Porta

Environmental movements are loose networks of individuals and organisations 
that use various forms of collective actions towards the construction of different 
societal models. As such, they have addressed more or less directly and explicitly 
the issue of climate change. While involving a different mix of protests and other 
forms of action, environmental movements have been  often described as 
increasing institutionalised in their forms and moderate in their aims. Recent 
campaigns against climate change have challenged this image, through the use of 
disruptive forms of action as well as radical frames. The presentation will use data 
from an international survey of participants at global strikes for climate organized 
by Fridays  for Future to discuss the main innovations that this recent wave of 
environmental protests brings about and the perspective for a new 
environmentalism, that mobilises a new generation of activists..
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Protest, social movements, and spaces for politically oriented consumerist 
actions—nationally, transnationally, and locally
Francesca Forno

In the current time characterized by a “multiple crisis”, social movements are 
simultaneously facing two types of challenges. First, they are confronting 
institutions which are less able (or willing) to mediate new demands for social 
justice and equity emerging from various sectors of society. Second, given the 
highly individualised individualized structure of contemporary society, they are 
also having trouble in building bonds of solidarity and cooperation among people, 
bonds which are a fundamental resource for collective action. It is in this context 
that protests waves, which may be very relevant, are in fact often short-lived, and 
it is in this context that we detect the rise and consolidation of new mutualistic and 
cooperative experiences within which (similarly to the past) new ties and frames 
for collective action are created. 
This lecture discusses and analyses social movement organisations which focus on 
both the intensification of economic problems and the difficulties of rebuilding 
social bonds and solidarity within society, emphasising solidarity and the use of 
‘alternative’ forms of consumption as means to re-embed the economic system 
within social relations, starting from the local level.
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Degrowth mentalities, degrowth ontologies
Dennis Eversberg

Drawing on empirical results from a survey among 800 participants of the 2014 Degrowth 

Conference in Leipzig, this presentation reflects on the different mentalities, and corresponding 

ontologies, found among different currents of the ‘Degrowth spectrum’. I will present a typology, 

identified in a cluster analysis of participants’ responses on the 29 questions concerning their 

socio-ecological attitudes, of five different currents, each of which can be clearly distinguished 

from the others in terms of the typical patterns of attitudes held by the participants, as well as 

of their typical social characteristics as well as activist and everyday practices. I argue that each 

of the currents represents not merely an ideal typical mentality, i.e. cognitive-affective 

personality structure, but also an ontology, a shared imaginative universe that people in the 

respective current relate to to orient and give meaning to their actions. Debates and 

disagreements within the heterogeneous spectrum can often be traced to these differing 

ontologies and mentalities and the misunderstandings that arise from their limited mutual 

commensurability. Focusing, from this point of view, on the corresponding visions of 

transformation, the Degrowth spectrum can be seen as a space of negotiation between ontologies 

of rupture (Modernist-Rationalist Left), transition (Immanent Reformism), ‘change’ (Voluntarist 

Pacifist Idealism), exodus (Sufficiency-Oriented Critique of Civilization) and phaseout 

(Alternative Practical Left). I will describe each type as a specific kind of mentality associated 

with typical social backgrounds and kinds of practice and draw out some contours of the related 

ontology, arguing in conclusion that the ‘ontology of phaseout’ developed by the ‘Alternative 

Practical Left’ current is a crucial element in Degrowth, as it is based on lessons drawn from the 

historical failures and partial successes of the four other ontologies and tries to actively bridge 

some of the incommensurabilities between them.
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Political Matter

Miriam Tola

Over the past decade or so, paralleling the rise of Anthropocene narrative, 
the ontological or new materialist turn have provided a platform for 
revisiting definitions of the human, the corporeal, the animate. Scholars in a 
variety of scholarly fields, from history to geography to gender studies, have 
turned towards the question of “how matter comes to matter.” These debates 
have contributed important insights into socio-ecological worlds and 
challenged central categories of research. Yet, the new materialist 
commitment to undoing dualisms of nature and society and redescribing 
distributed agencies in more-than-human worlds, has often elided crucial 
questions of exploitation, appropriation and violence. The first part of this 
lecture draws on approaches in feminist and decolonial studies to discuss 
promises and pitfalls of new materialisms. The second draws on my 
research of the politics of the commons to address the tense relationship 
between old and new materialisms and examines how these perspectives 
have the potential to enliven each other. 

nd
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Workshop: Political Ecology methods and experiences
Main speaker: Pietro Saitta
Other speakers: Maura Benegiamo, Dario Minervini

Environmental risks and conflicts, territorial struggles, practices of reparation after damage: these are 

some amongst the many issues that political ecology studies. Yet how they are approached is crucial. In 

the effort to overcome dualisms and fragmented ways of knowing and acting, political ecology sees 

theoretical understanding and empirical investigation as constitutively interwoven into one another, 

engaged in a process of open co-emergence. Recognising that any form of knowledge is implicated in the 

concrete making of the world makes research practices inescapably political. Hence, as social scientists 

approach relevant fields, a reflection on the methods employed is doubly significant: it is not only a 

matter of how one gets to better know something, but also and especially what kinds of realities one is 

willing to represent and actualise through research.

This workshop addresses political ecology methods and experiences starting from the need to de-link 

(social scientific) research practices from the reproduction of environmental damage and inequalities. 

This means a commitment to put the power dynamics that characterise any socio-technical configuration 

of reality centre-stage, rejecting typically modern illusions of neutral or purely technical ways of 

knowing and intervening within contexts of risk, damage, catastrophe, etc. Scientific research on 

environmental risk, conflict and disasters tends to marginalise non-hegemonic forms of knowledge and 

relations by disregarding the singularity and plurality of experience. There is a necessity to decolonise 

knowledge practices from their Eurocentric, capitalist and patriarchal, anthropocentric norm, involving 

instrumentalism, domination and the sacrifice of life to profit, growth and development for the few. 

Instead, it is important to cultivate emplaced sensitivities to territories and the more-than-human 

communities that make them up, as they emerge in context and time, embodied and irreducible. This 

also involves the questioning of disciplinary boundaries and the reflection on trans-disciplinary 

approaches and alternative science. Finally, if any researcher goes into a field as a positioned subject, 

the cultivation of reflexivity is crucial: not with the aim of “bracketing” subjectivity, but of cultivating it 

creatively and productively in relation within the research field, developing participation since the early 

stages of the research.  Through concrete examples and applied cases, this workshop will delve into such 

contested issues in order to evaluate the potential of qualitative and quantitative, participative and 

action-oriented, case-specific and comparative methods for political ecology research.

nd
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Pietro Saitta  

In the time flow: history, space and power in areas at risk

Places, and the people that inhabit them, are situated in history. The present of places, then, is the outcome of relations, 

imageries, asymmetries, and routines that took shape over the course of time. Against certain traditional ideas on the division of 

scientific work, during this lecture will be suggested that the aim of social research should consist in exposing and interpreting 

the intertwinements between past and present. Especially the socio-anthropological inquires devoted to the study of single case 

studies, should aim at reconstructing the web of events, changing meanings, and cognitive process that came to characterize 

current situations and perceptions within places. Collaborative work, mixed methods, and methodological pluralism (archives, 

ethnography and quali-quantitative tools) are seen as the key-instruments to explore the complexity of research cases.

Dario Minervini

Following non-humans

Investigating the environmental issue from a sociological perspective involves different methodological consequences. One refers 

to the inclusion in the theoretical framing and in the empirical strategy, the “non-human” sphere of the phenomenon inquired 

into. Indeed, this point entails a problematization about the consistency between the ontological understanding and the 

methodological design. The question can be: “How to retrace the role and the agency of natural entities, technologies, “dispositifs” 

or “agencements”? I will briefly present my research experiences in “following non-humans” through an ethnographic approach.

Maura Benegiamo

Developing a reflexive, decolonial and multi-context research approach to the study of ecological struggles

The study of ecological struggles explores the way in which nature, power and technology are intertwined and become contested in 

situated places. This often demands to relate processes that are  articulated at  different geographical scales and that may require 

different forms of investigation and  research methodologies, from ethnographic and historical counter-mapping to network and 

discourse  analysis.  Connecting these different levels and research approaches also implies to deal with  disciplinary  boundaries to 

one hand and, to the other, to adopt a reflexive gaze about the point of view that the  research  question implicitly adopts. Is it 

from the local that we are interrogating the global  context or the opposite? Which group is mostly represented in our analysis? 

How do we construct or  de/construct race, gender and class in our research problematic?  A second related question concerns how 

to decolonise the practice of research itself. This  implies  rethinking extractivist research approaches, where researchers "go" 

somewhere, extract empirical  data  from participants and local informants and return to their centres of knowledge production. A 

 long-standing, participated, ethnographic and committed research may be an alternative way to act, but  this also may imply to 

 re-negotiate the initial research question, “leave some data on the ground” and  avoid the "development trap”.
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Roundtable: Political Ecology and the COVID-19 Global 
Pandemic
Main speaker: Giacomo D’Alisa
Other speakers: Emanuele Leonardi, Luigi Pellizzoni, 
Miriam Tola

As many observers have noticed for the past two months, the global pandemic we are living 

through is a twofold phenomenon. On the one hand, it works as an instance of acceleration of 

already-existing inequalities and contradictions. On the other hand, it seems fairly clear that 

COVID-19 is also an unprecedented crisis. From the perspective of political ecology, such 

uneasy duplicity seems a fertile ground of investigation. As far as acceleration processes are 

concerned, we might mention that the dramatic tradeoff between health and employment, 

known as job blackmail, that used to explicitly affect certain workers and communities is 

today generalized and felt by virtually everybody. Yet, the novel characters of the current 

situation are also evident: Adam Tooze talks of “the first economic crisis of the Anthropocene”, 

while Andreas Malm argues that capital is in the midst of “the first true O'Connor crisis”, 

meaning that not only an unbalance concerning forces of production is at stake today, but also 

– and more fundamentally – a collapse regarding conditions of production.

The roundtable starts from such tensive background to discuss different issues of concern for 

political ecology, which appears as a particularly useful framework to interpret the socio-

economic and political aspects of COVID-19 pandemic. Amongst them:    • the difference 

between experts and scientists (and their respective roles within governing practices);    • the 

ecological roots of the main pandemic causes (deforestation and loss of biodiversity) and the 

environmental effects produced and/or implied by the lock-down ( the primacy, if partial and 

short-lived, of health concerns over profit, the temporary reduction of pollution and carbon 

emissions);    • the forms social conflicts have assumed since the beginning of the crisis 

(wildcats, absenteeism, demands for care and/or basic income; mutual aid, etc.);    • the 

management of the emergency as intensification of the control over bodies and their relations.

3  July rd
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Roundtable: Political Ecology and the COVID-19 Global 
Pandemic
Main speaker: Giacomo D’Alisa
Other speakers: Emanuele Leonardi, Luigi Pellizzoni, 
Miriam Tola

Giacomo D’Alisa – Care and commoning is it enough to challenge the "Emergenciocracy"?

Is it possible to make caring and commoning the process that allows most people to go beyond the COVID-19 pandemic and 

move toward more equitable and sustainable futures? A diagnosis that relates growth and crisis clarifies that this is 

necessary, but how is it possible to make it feasible? The present talk will discuss policies to move through and beyond the 

pandemic and "Emergenciocracy". In particular, I will focus on care income while raising challenges of financing just 

transitions and dealing with conflicts to come. I will also discuss how commoning need to challenge the rising common sense 

that authoritarian states are better equipped to solve environmental crises to come.

Emanuele Leonardi -  Enacting solidarity

The Covid-19 pandemic deeply affected climate justice mobilizations, disrupting the momentum they built through global 

strikes in 2019. However, climate justice may still be the most effective political framework to organize convergences amongst 

three significant struggle frontlines emerged within the coronavirus crisis: labor unrest claiming health primacy over profit; 

precarious workers demanding (basic, care and/or quarantine) income; mutual aid "brigades" enacting solidarity in time of 

physical distancing.

Luigi Pellizzoni – Preparing for preparedness

The Covid-19 emergency has raised the issue of the adequacy of the strategies against threats. Insurgent and resurgent 

pandemics of recent years have led to growing attention to a peculiar anticipatory approach – preparedness – which combines 

a variety of logics (preventive and precautionary) while finding its key rationale in vigilance (use of sentinel devices). For 

some this signals the shift to a novel outlook on the human-nonhuman relation. Yet, is this really the case, or does 

preparedness represent a variation and intensification of the neoliberal rationale of government?

Miriam Tola - Planetary Care

As several feminist voices have argued, the Covid-19 pandemic has made legible a crisis of social reproduction. This 

contribution reframes the notion of social reproduction and care as fields of struggle with a planetary dimension.

3  July rd
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Forums
Summer School 2020

29  June - 3  July th  rd

The Participants’ presentation forums are four sessions of collective discussion 
on the research projects briefly presented by students through short videos. 
They will be interactive and teaching staff will be involved, giving feedback, 
support and stirring the discussion.

1. Extractivism, agriculture, conflicts 3. Critical geography & urban studies 

2. Social movements 4. Ontologies and ecologies

Irina Aguiari 
Davide Cacchioni 

Alexandra D’Angelo 
Georgia De Leeuw 

Marianna Fernandes 
Saana Hokkanen  

Giulio Iocco
Francesco Marchi  

Benoit Moreaux
Arianna Porrone 

Gabriella Sesti Osséo
Sutandra Singha 

Jawad Taher
Isabella Troisi

Francesca Uleri
Anna Varfolomeeva

Chiara Braucher 
Matteo Bronzi 

Federica Cappelli 
Giada Coleandro 

Panayota Georgiou
Nadeen Hesham

Claudio Marciano 
Christie Nicoson 
Cecilia Paradiso
Elena Parusova 

Alessandro Russo 
Fiorella Spallone 
Roberto Talenti 
Lavinia Tinelli

Laura Andena 
Falko Blumenthal 
Gennaro Boccolino 
Caterina Ciarleglio 

Valeria Cirillo 
Francesco Demitry  

Bowen Gu 
Yanina Kowsyk 

Gabriele Maria Masi 
Olmo Nicoletti 

Renzo Nuti 
Gioacchino Orsenigo 
Giulio Pennacchioni 

Angelo Piga 
Marco Tronconi

Jonas Van Vossole

Chester Antonino Arcilla 
Chiara Cristina Arena 

Anna Clara Basilicò
Iacopo Nicola Bergamo 

Erik Rut Elliot Kristina Blomqvist 
Jonathan Burkert 

Lisa Kadel 
Panna Kazi 

Oxana Lopatina 
Alberto Manconi
Matteo Mandelli

Sonia Messori
Lukas Stolz 

Curzio Carlos Armando Tornel
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Teaching Staff

Viviana Asara is Assistant Professor at the Institute for Multi-Level Governance and 
Development at the Vienna University of Economics and Business. She is a social scientist 
working at the intersection between social, political and environmental issues. Her work 
has focused on social movements, political ecology, degrowth and social-ecological 
transformation, democracy and state theories, transformative/radical social innovations 
and policies co-production, commons and political parties. She has a PhD in Environmental 
Science from the Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ICTA) of the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona, and Master's Degrees in Environmental Policy and in 
Political Science from the University of Cambridge and from the University of Bologna, 
respectively. She is editor of the journal Sustainability Science. Her work has been 
published in journals such as Environmental Politics, Environmental Policy and 
Governance, Environmental Values, Sustainability Science, Social Movement Studies, 
Democratic Theory, PArtecipazione e COnflitto, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale. She is 
currently editing the Elgar Handbook of Critical Environmental Politics together with Prof. 
Luigi Pellizzoni (University of Pisa) and Dr. Emanuele Leonardi (University of Parma). She 
has taught courses at the Bachelor's, Master's and PhD level, including Environmental 
Change and Policy, Theories on the state and civil society, Environmental Politics, 
Introduction to Social Science, Climate Change, Social Ecological Economics.

Maura Benegiamo, she has conducted research activities in Europe, Sub-Saharan Africa and 
Central America on the subject of environmental conflicts, extractivism; agrarian development and 
techno-scientific innovation, combining ethnographic and political ecology approaches and in 
collaboration with different universities and organisations. She is interested in capitalist 
transformations in the context of the ecological crises; bio-capitalism and non-human value and de-
colonial ecologies. She obtained her doctorate at the University IUAV of Venice and she was a 
visiting fellow at the LAIOS-EHESS laboratory in Paris She is currently an associate researcher at 
the College d'Etudes Mondiales (FMSH-Paris) for the research programme "Ecological conversion, 
work and social policies" and holds a post-doctoral position at the University of Trieste. She 
collaborates with different international research projects; she is part of the Politics Ontologies 
Ecology and World Ecology Research Network and she is member of the editorial board for the 
journal EcoRev: Critical review of political ecology.

Alice Dal Gobbo is research fellow at Trento University (Italy), she has completed 
her PhD at Cardiff University School of Social Sciences. Her research interests, on 
which she has lately published, are in the fields of political ecology, sustainability 
and everyday life, decolonial perspectives with particular attention to questions of 
subjectivity, power and critique. She also researches and teaches on critical social 
science research methods. She is part of POE (Politics Ontologies Ecology) network, 
editor for the online critical blog Effimera.org, as well as reviewer for a number of 
international journals. At present, she is engaged in the Horizon2020 project 
PLATEFORMS, investigating socio-technical innovations in food provisioning and 
everyday sustainable food practices.
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Giacomo D’Alisa is a political ecologist and ecological economics with interdisciplinary skills. He is a research fellow 
at the Centre for Social Studies at the University of Coimbra, Portugal, granted with the FCT Post-Doc Fellowship for 
a project on the Commons. At CES he is member of the “Oficina de Ecologia e Sociedade".
In the last years, he has been: Visiting Researcher at Department of Environmental Policy of the Institute of 
Environmental Studies at the University of Amsterdam (VU) in the Netherlands; Visiting Professor at the 
Department of Political Science of the University of Bari in Italy; and Senior Research Fellow at the Croatian 
Institute of Political Ecology.
He has been advancing together with prominent social scientists the political ecology agenda of the “Barcelona school” 
of environmental justice and degrowth. His academic work employs critical and innovative frameworks drawn from 
ecological economics, political theory, integrate assessment and urban political ecology to investigate changes in the 
societal metabolic patterns and the consequent environmental injustice they can generate.
In 2015 he co-edited a book titled: Degrowth: A Vocabulary For a New Era. The book has been translated into ten 
different languages. In 2020 a new book: “The case for degrowth” he has co-authored will be published by Polity Press
He has been Co-PI - Deputy Director of a large-scale FP7 EU-funded project (ENTITLE) and has participated in 
several more EU funded projects (Horizon 2020; FP7, LIFE+).
Other degrowth related publications:
2020 D'Alisa G. and Kallis G. Degrowth and the State. Ecological Economics. Vol. 169, 106486. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.ecolecon.2019.106486
D'Alisa, Giacomo (2019), "Degrowth", Dicionário Alice. Consultado a 21.04.20, em https://alice.ces.uc.pt/dictionary/?
id=23838&pag=23918&id_lingua=2&entry=24248. ISBN: 978-989-8847-08-92019 D’Alisa G. The State of Degrowth. 
In Chertkovskaya E.; Paulsson A. and Barca S. (eds.) Towards a political economy of degrowth. Rowman & Littlefield.
2019 Aillon J.L. and D’Alisa G. Our affluence is killing us: What degrowth offers health and wellbeing. K. Zywert and 
S.Quilley (eds.).Health in the Anthropocene: Living Well on a Finite Planet. University of Toronto Press.

Dennis Eversberg is a social scientist and currently leader of the Junior Research Group ‘Mentalities 
in Flux’ (flumen), funded by the German ministry of Education and Research, at the University of Jena, 
Germany. He studied sociology, social psychology, political science and law at the University of Hanover 
and received his doctorate from the University of Jena in 2013. His thesis on the dividualizing subjective 
impact of ‘activating’ labour market policy was awarded the German Sociological Association’s 
dissertation prize in 2014. From 2012 to 2018 he was a post-doctoral researcher with the DFG Research 
Group on ‘Post-Growth Societies’. His work there focused on the subjective dimensions and limits of 
capitalist growth regimes and on the Degrowth movement. The research of his group, which started in 
2019, investigates the mental preconditions and dimensions of transformations toward post-fossil, and 
specifically bio-based, economies.

Donatella Della Porta is professor of political science, dean of the Faculty  of Political and Social 
Sciences  and Director of the PhD program in Political Science and Sociology at the Scuola Normale 
Superiore in Florence, where she also leads the Center on Social Movement Studies (Cosmos).
Among the main topics of her research: social movements, political violence, terrorism, corruption, the 
police and protest policing. She has directed a major ERC project Mobilizing for Democracy, on civil 
society participation in democratization processes in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and Latin America. 
In 2011, she was the recipient of the Mattei Dogan Prize for distinguished achievements in the field of 
political sociology. She is Honorary Doctor of the universities of Lausanne, Bucharest, Goteborg, 
Jyvaskyla and the University of Peloponnese.
She is the author or editor of 90 books, 150 journal articles and 150 contributions in edited volumes. 
Among her very recent publications are: Legacies and Memories in Movements (Oxford University Press, 
2018); Sessantotto. Passato e presente dell’anno ribelle (Fertrinelli, 2018); Contentious moves (Palgrave 
2017), Global Diffusion of Protest (Amsterdam University Press, 2017), Late Neoliberalism and its 
Discontents (Palgrave, 2017); Movement Parties in Times of Austerity (Polity 2017), Where did the 
Revolution go? (Cambridge University Press, 2016); Social Movements in Times of Austerity (Polity 
2015), Methodological practices in social movement research (Oxford University Press, 2014); Spreading 
Protest (ECPR Press 2014, with Alice Mattoni), Participatory Democracy in Southern Europe (Rowman 
and Littlefield, 2014, with Joan Font and Yves Sintomer); Mobilizing for Democracy (Oxford University 
Press, 2014); Can Democracy be Saved?, Polity Press, 2013; Clandestine Political Violence, Cambridge 
University Press, 2013 (with D. Snow, B. Klandermans and D. McAdam (eds.). Blackwell Encyclopedia 
on Social and Political Movements, Blackwell. 2013; Mobilizing on the Extreme Right (with M. Caiani 
and C. Wagemann), Oxford University Press, 2012; Meeting Democracy (ed. With D. Rucht), Cambridge 
University Press, 2012; The Hidden Order of Corruption (with A. Vannucci), Ashgate 2012.
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Emanuele Leonardi is a researcher in Sociology at the University of Parma (Italy) and affiliated 
researcher at the Centre for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra (Portugal). His research 
interests include: André Gorz's political ecology, logics of exploitation in contemporary capitalism, 
climate justice movements and their critique of carbon trading. His books include Logiche dello 
sfruttamento (Ombre Corte 2016, with F. Chicchi and S. Lucarelli) and Lavoro Natura Valore: 
André Gorz tra marxismo e decrescita (Orthotes 2017) and Manifesto per il reddito di 
base (Laterza 2018, with F. Chicchi). He has published articles in Capitalism Nature Socialism, 
Culture della sostenibilità, Ecological Economics, Ephemera, Globalizations, Sociologia del 
Lavoro and Sociologia Urbana e Rurale. He writes for popular blogs in Italian (e.g. Le parole e le 
cose) and English (e.g. Entitleblog.org). He is involved in the Horizon 2020 project PLUS - 
Platform Labour in Urban Spaces, coordinated by Sandro Mezzadra (University of Bologna).

Francesca Forno (PhD University of Strathclyde) is Associate Professor of Sociology at the Department 
of Sociology and Social Research (Trento University). Her main interests include sustainable 
consumption, alternative food networks and sustainable community movement organizations. Her special 
focus in these areas is on the consequences of the spread of market-based forms of action for citizens’ 
participation and mobilisation. I have published papers and books on civic participation and social 
movements, conducting research on political consumerism, collaborative consumption, grassroots 
initiatives on social eco-innovation and alternative food networks. Her work has appeared in leading 
journals including, among others: the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 
the Journal of Consumer Culture, the International Journal of Consumer Studies, South European 
Politics and Society, European Societies, the British Food Journal and Geoforum, as well as in collections 
of essays published by Oxford University Press, Wiley-Blackwell, Zed Books and Routledge.
Before joining the Department of Sociology and Social Research at Trento University, she worked for 
several years at the University of Bergamo where she has been involved in several multi-disciplinary 
research projects aiming at studying and promoting a more sustainable development, with an emphasis 
on food production and consumption.
In her research, she always used research methods and practices able to enhance knowledge exchange 
and production between academia, civil society, business and institutional actors with the aim to promote 
and assist healthier and ecologically sustainable forms of production and consumption. At Bergamo 
University, she has been one of the founder members of CORES research group that in 2017 developed 
the Bergamo Green participatory map (http://www.bergamogreen.net), a project in collaboration between 
the University of Bergamo and the Municipality of Bergamo aiming to increase the collaboration among 
local food actors through a digital platform.
Moving to Trento, she has continued to work in this field keeping embracing a community-engaged 
research approach, with the goal of contributing both to the discipline and to strengthening the well-
being of the community. In Trento she is now in charge of the Nutrire Trento (Feeding Trento) project 
(https://www.nutriretrento.it/).

Dario Minervini is researcher at the University of Naples, Dept. of Social 
Sciences. He teaches Environmental Sociology. His main research interests 
include the socio-material construction of sustainability, professionalism and
gender studies. On these themes, he published articles and books.
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Pietro Saitta is senior researcher in Sociology at the University of Messina. He 
has obtained a Ph.d in Sociology from the University of Urbino. He has worked 
with several domestic and international universities and research institutions. 
Saitta is the author of several books and essays on disasters. Among his works on 
this topic: The Endless Reconstruction (2019), Fukushima, Concordia e altre 
macerie (2015), Quota zero (2013), Il petrolio e la paura (2010), Spazi e società a 
rischio (2009).

Luigi Pellizzoni is professor in Sociology of the environment and territory at 
the Department of Political Sciences, University of Pisa.  His research interests 
intersect three fields: risk, uncertainty, environmental change and 
sustainability; impacts of scientific advancement and technological innovation; 
conflict, participation and the transformation of governance. He is also 
interested in the implications of these issues for social and political theory. He 
authored about 140 scientific works. Articles have been published in prominent 
journals such as Theory Culture & Society, British Journal of Sociology, 
European Journal of Social Theory, Journal of Classical Sociology, Public 
Understanding of Science, Environmental Politics, Environmental Values, 
Environmental Sociology, etc. His latest book is Ontological Politics in a 
Disposable World: The New Mastery of Nature (Routledge, 2016). He is the co-
ordinator of the annual seminar 'Politics-Ontologies-Ecologies' and the related 
research group (www.poeweb.eu).

Ivano Scotti is a research fellow at the University of Pisa. Graduated in sociology at the 
University of Naples Federico II, he completed his PhD at the same University with a 
dissertation on the alternative forms of corporate socio-ecological responsibility; he focused 
on fair trade organizations. Recently, he is interested in the sustainable energy transition 
process that is scrutinized by a critical perspective. On this last topic, he has co-signed some 
papers in Italian and international reviews (i.e., Rassegna Italiana di Socilogia, Innovation, 
Energy Policy). In 2018, he was part of Italian-French research named TEPRENCA. The 
focus of this research was to understand the socio-economic transformations of local 
communities affected by the development process of no-carbon energy plants (like wind 
farms, solar parks and nuclear facilities). Currently, he is involved in two EU Horizon 
projects: DESIRA (on the digitalization in agriculture and rural areas) and ASSET (on the 
educational services in the energy transition). He taught "corporate communication" at the 
University of Naples and recently he is a co-teacher in the course of the sociology of tourism 
at the Fondazione Campus - Lucca.
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Salvo Torre is associate professor of Human Geography at the University of 
Catania, where he teaches Political Ecology and Social Geography. He is 
member of the scientific committee of Movimentos Sociais e Dinâmicas 
Espaciais (Grupo MSEU – Récife University, Brasil) and of Right City Lab of 
University of Salerno. He was miembro titular of FLACSO-España. Among his 
publications: Contro la frammentazione. Movimenti sociali e spazio della 
politica, Verona; Torre, S., 2012. Dominio, natura, democrazia. Comunità 
umane e comunità ecologiche. Milano.

Miriam Tola is an assistant professor of Environmental Humanities at 
the Institute of Geography and Sustainability, University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland. Her research investigates the intersections between gender, 
colonialism and materiality in political imaginaries of the environment. 
She is completing a book titled The Commons Reimagined. Feminist and 
Decolonial Perspectives that explores the contemporary reinvention of 
socio-ecological commons in Europe and Latin America. Her articles have 
appeared in journals including Feminist Review, South Atlantic Quarterly, 
Theory & Event and Studi Culturali. Prior to working in academia, she 
worked as a journalist in Italy and the United States.
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